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MODULE 2, LESSON 2 
LEARNER’S HANDOUT 

Excerpts from Security Council resolutions 
on Children and Armed Conflict 

 
Resolution 1612 (2005) 
Adopted by the Security Council at its 5235th meeting, 26 July 2005 
 
The Security Council, 
 
Reaffirming its resolutions 1261 (1999) of 25 August 1999, 1314 (2000) of 11 August 2000, 
1379 (2001) of 20 November 2001, 1460 (2003) of 30 January 2003, and 1539 (2004) of 
22 April 2004, which contribute to a comprehensive framework for addressing the 
protection of children affected by armed conflict,  
 
While noting the advances made for the protection of children affected by armed conflict, 
particularly in the areas of advocacy and the development of norms and standards, 
remaining deeply concerned over the lack of overall progress on the ground, where 
parties to conflict continue to violate with impunity the relevant provisions of applicable 
international law relating to the rights and protection of children in armed conflict,  
 
Stressing the primary role of national Governments in providing effective protection and 
relief to all children affected by armed conflicts,  
 
Recalling the responsibilities of States to end impunity and to prosecute those responsible 
for genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other egregious crimes 
perpetrated against children, 
 
Convinced that the protection of children in armed conflict should be regarded as an 
important aspect of any comprehensive strategy to resolve conflict, 
 
Reiterating its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 
security and, in this connection, its commitment to address the widespread impact of 
armed conflict on children, 
 
Stressing its determination to ensure respect for its resolutions and other international 
norms and standards for the protection of children affected by armed conflict, 
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Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of 9 February 2005 (S/2005/72) 
and stressing that the present resolution does not seek to make any legal determination 
as to whether situations which are referred to in the Secretary-General’s report are or are 
not armed conflicts within the context of the Geneva Conventions and the Additional 
Protocols thereto, nor does it prejudge the legal status of the non-State parties involved 
in these situations, 
 
Gravely concerned by the documented links between the use of child soldiers in violation 
of applicable international law and the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons 
and stressing the need for all States to take measures to prevent and to put an end to 
such trafficking, 
 
1. Strongly condemns the recruitment and use of child soldiers by parties to armed 

conflict in violation of international obligations applicable to them and all other 
violations and abuses committed against children in situations of armed conflict; 

 
2. Takes note of the action plan presented by the Secretary-General relating to the 

establishment of a monitoring and reporting mechanism on children and armed 
conflict as called for in paragraph 2 of its resolution 1539 (2004) and, in this regard: 

 
(a) Underlines that the mechanism is to collect and provide timely, objective, 

accurate and reliable information on the recruitment and use of child soldiers in 
violation of applicable international law and on other violations and abuses 
committed against children affected by armed conflict, and the mechanism will 
report to the working group to be created in accordance with paragraph 8 of this 
resolution; 
 

(b) Underlines further that this mechanism must operate with the participation of and 
in cooperation with national Governments and relevant United Nations and civil 
society actors, including at the country level; 

 
(c) Stresses that all actions undertaken by United Nations entities within the 

framework of the monitoring and reporting mechanism must be designed to 
support and supplement, as appropriate, the protection and rehabilitation roles 
of national Governments; 

 
[…] 
 
3. Requests the Secretary-General to implement without delay, the above-mentioned 

monitoring and reporting mechanism, beginning with its application, within existing 
resources, in close consultation with countries concerned, to parties in situations of 
armed conflict listed in the annexes to the Secretary-General’s report (S/2005/72) 
that are on the agenda of the Security Council, and then, in close consultation with 
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countries concerned, to apply it to parties in other situations of armed conflict listed 
in the annexes to the Secretary-General’s report (S/2005/72), […] 

 
10. Stresses the responsibility of United Nations peacekeeping missions and United 

Nations country teams, consistent with their respective mandates, to ensure effective 
follow-up to Security Council resolutions, ensure a coordinated response to CAAC 
concerns and to monitor and report to the Secretary-General; 

 
11. Welcomes the efforts undertaken by United Nations peacekeeping operations to 

implement the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and 
abuse and to ensure full compliance of their personnel with the United Nations code 
of conduct, requests the Secretary-General to continue to take all necessary action in 
this regard and to keep the Security Council informed, and urges troop-contributing 
countries to take appropriate preventive action including pre-deployment awareness 
training, and to take disciplinary action and other action to ensure full accountability 
in cases of misconduct involving their personnel; 

 
12. Decides to continue the inclusion of specific provisions for the protection of children 

in the mandates of United Nations peacekeeping operations, including the 
deployment, on a case-by-case basis, of child-protection advisers (CPAs), and requests 
the Secretary-General to ensure that the need for and the number and roles of CPAs 
are systematically assessed during the preparation of each United Nations 
peacekeeping operation; welcomes the comprehensive assessment undertaken on 
the role and activities of CPAs with a view to drawing lessons learned and best 
practices; 

 
[…] 
 
15. Calls upon all parties concerned to abide by the international obligations applicable 

to them relating to the protection of children affected by armed conflict as well as the 
concrete commitments they have made to the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, to UNICEF and other United 
Nations agencies and to cooperate fully with the United Nations peacekeeping 
missions and United Nations country teams, where appropriate, in the context of the 
cooperation framework between the United Nations and the concerned Government, 
in the follow-up and implementation of these commitments; 

 
[…] 
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Resolution 1882 (2009) 
Adopted by the Security Council at its 6176th meeting, 4 August 2009 
 
The Security Council, 
 
[…] 
 
Deeply concerned that children continue to account for a considerable number of 
casualties resulting from killing and maiming in armed conflicts including as a result of 
deliberate targeting, indiscriminate and excessive use of force, indiscriminate use of 
landmines, cluster munitions and other weapons and use of children as human shields 
and equally deeply concerned about the high incidence and appalling levels of brutality 
of rape and other forms of sexual violence committed against children, in the context of 
and associated with armed conflict including the use or commissioning of rape and other 
forms of sexual violence in some situations as a tactic of war, 
 
1. Strongly condemns all violations of applicable international law involving the 

recruitment and use of children by parties to armed conflict as well as their re-
recruitment, killing and maiming, rape and other sexual violence, abductions, attacks 
against schools or hospitals and denial of humanitarian access by parties to armed 
conflict and all other violations of international law committed against children in 
situations of armed conflict;  

 
[…] 
 
3. Recalls paragraph 16 of its resolution 1379 (2001) and requests the Secretary-General 

also to include in the annexes to his reports on children and armed conflict those 
parties to armed conflict that engage, in contravention of applicable international law, 
in patterns of killing and maiming of children and/or rape and other sexual violence 
against children, in situations of armed conflict, bearing in mind all other violations 
and abuses against children, and notes that the present paragraph will apply to 
situations in accordance with the conditions set out in paragraph 16 of its resolution 
1379 (2001);  

 
[…] 
 
10. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to ensure that, in all his reports on 

country-specific situations, the matter of children and armed conflict is included as a 
specific aspect of the report, and expresses its intention to give its full attention to the 
information provided therein, including the implementation of relevant Security 
Council resolutions and of the recommendations of its Working Group on Children 
and Armed Conflict, when dealing with those situations on its agenda; 

 
[…] 
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Resolution 1998 (2011) 
Adopted by the Security Council at its 6581st meeting, 12 July 2011 
 
The Security Council, 
 
[…] 
 
Expressing deep concern about attacks as well as threats of attacks in contravention of 
applicable international law against schools and/or hospitals, and protected persons in 
relation to them as well as the closure of schools and hospitals in situations of armed 
conflict as a result of attacks and threats of attacks, and calling upon all parties to armed 
conflict to immediately cease such attacks and threats;  
 
[…] 
 
1. Strongly condemns all violations of applicable international law involving the 

recruitment and use of children by parties to armed conflict, as well as their re-
recruitment, killing and maiming, rape and other sexual violence, abductions, attacks 
against schools or hospitals and denial of humanitarian access by parties to armed 
conflict and all other violations of international law committed against children in 
situations of armed conflict;  

 
2. Reaffirms that the monitoring and reporting mechanism will continue to be 

implemented in situations listed in annex I and annex II (“the annexes”) to the reports 
of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, in line with the principles set 
out in paragraph 2 of its resolution 1612 (2005), and that its establishment and 
implementation shall not prejudge or imply a decision by the Security Council as to 
whether or not to include a situation on its agenda;  

 
3. Recalls paragraph 16 of its resolution 1379 (2001) and requests the Secretary-General 

to also include in the annexes to his reports on children and armed conflict those 
parties to armed conflict that engage, in contravention of applicable international law;  

 
(a) in recurrent attacks on schools and/or hospitals 
 
(b) in recurrent attacks or threats of attacks against protected persons in relation to 

schools and/or hospitals in situations of armed conflict, bearing in mind all other 
violations and abuses committed against children, and notes that the present 
paragraph will apply to situations in accordance with the conditions set out in 
paragraph 16 of its resolution 1379 (2001); 

 
4. Urges parties to armed conflict to refrain from actions that impede children’s access 

to education and to health services and requests the Secretary-General to continue 
to monitor and report, inter alia, on the military use of schools and hospitals in 
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contravention of international humanitarian law, as well as on attacks against, 
and/or kidnapping of teachers and medical personnel; 
 

[…] 
 

 

Resolution 2225 (2015) 
Adopted by the Security Council at its 7466th meeting, 18 June 2015 
 
The Security Council, 
 
[…] 
 
Expressing grave concern over the abduction of children in situations of armed conflict, 
the majority of which are perpetrated by non-State armed groups, recognizing that 
abductions occur in a variety of settings, including schools, further recognizing that 
abduction often precedes or follows other abuses and violations of applicable 
international law against children, including those involving recruitment and use, killing 
and maiming, as well as rape and other forms of sexual violence, which may amount to 
war crimes or crimes against humanity, and calling on all Member States to hold 
perpetrators of abductions accountable, 
 
Gravely concerned by the human rights abuses and violations of international 
humanitarian law committed by non-state armed groups, in particular violent extremist 
groups, including mass abductions, rape and other forms of sexual violence such as sexual 
slavery, particularly targeting girls, which can cause displacement and affect access to 
education and healthcare services, and emphasizing the importance of accountability for 
such abuses and violations, 
 
[…] 
 
3. Recalls paragraph 16 of its resolution 1379 (2001) and requests the Secretary-General 

also to include in the annexes to his reports on children and armed conflict those 
parties to armed conflict that engage, in contravention of applicable international law, 
in patterns of abduction of children in situations of armed conflict, bearing in mind all 
other violations and abuses against children, and notes that the present paragraph 
will apply to situations in accordance with the conditions set out in paragraph 16 of 
its resolution 1379 (2001);  

 
4. Calls upon those parties listed in the annexes of the Secretary-General’s report on 

children and armed conflict that commit violations and abuses against children in 
contravention of applicable international law, including abductions of children in 
situations of armed conflict, to prepare and adopt without delay, concrete time-
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bound action plans to halt those violations and abuses in collaboration with the 
United Nations;  

 
5. Urges for the immediate, safe and unconditional release of abducted children by all 

Parties to conflict and encourages Member States, United Nations entities, and 
regional and sub-regional organizations to undertake relevant efforts to obtain the 
safe release of abducted children, including through establishing standard operating 
procedures on the handover of children to relevant civilian child protection actors, 
as well as to seek to ensure their family reunification, rehabilitation and 
reintegration; 

 
[…] 
 
16. Calls for the continued implementation by United Nations peacekeeping operations 

of the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse and 
to ensure full compliance of their personnel with the United Nations code of conduct, 
reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to continue to take all necessary action 
in this regard and to keep the Security Council informed, and urges troop-contributing 
countries to continue taking appropriate preventive action, such as mandatory pre-
deployment child protection training including on sexual exploitation and abuse, and 
to ensure full accountability in cases of such conduct involving their personnel;  

 
17. Further urges all United Nations entities, including peacekeeping missions, political 

missions, peacebuilding offices, United Nations offices, agencies, funds and 
programmes to give full attention to violations against children in the application of 
the Human Rights Due Diligence Policy on United Nations Support to non-United 
Nations Security Forces;  

 
[…] 
 
 

Resolution 2427 (2018) 
Adopted by the Security Council at its 8305th meeting, 9 July 2018 
 
The Security Council, 
 
[…] 
 
15. Strongly condemns attacks as well as threats of attacks in contravention of applicable 

international law against schools and/or hospitals, and protected persons in relation 
to them and reiterates its deep concern at the closure of schools and hospitals in 
situations of armed conflict as a result of attacks and threats of attacks and urges all 
parties to armed conflict to refrain from actions that impede children’s access to 
education and to health services;  
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16. Expresses deep concern at the military use of schools in contravention of applicable 

international law, recognizing that such use may render schools legitimate targets of 
attack, thus endangering children’s and teachers’ safety as well as children’s 
education and in this regard:  

 
(a) Urges all parties to armed conflict to respect the civilian character of schools in 

accordance with international humanitarian law;  
 
(b) Encourages Member States to take concrete measures to deter the use of schools 

by armed forces and non-State armed groups in contravention of applicable 
international law;  

 
(c) Urges Member States to ensure that attacks on schools in contravention of 

international humanitarian law are investigated and those responsible duly 
prosecuted; 

 
(d) Calls upon United Nations country-level task forces to enhance the monitoring and 

reporting on the military use of schools; 
 

[…] 
 

 

Resolution 2601 (2021) 
Adopted by the Security Council at its 8889th meeting, 29 October 2021 
 

The Security Council, 
 

[…] 
 

Expressing grave concern about the significant increase of attacks against 
schools and education facilities in recent years and the alarming number of children 
denied their right to education, as well as about attacks on schools and their 
infrastructure, rising instances of abduction of children, and the targeting of schools 
for the purposes of abductions, as reported by the United Nations, the severity and 
frequency of threats of attacks and attacks against schools and civilians connected to 
schools, including children and teachers, the use of schools for military purposes, as 
well as the immediate negative impact of attacks on the safety of students and their 
ability to enjoy their right to education, with long-term negative consequences for 
them as individuals, their families and their communities, 
 
Expressing deep concerns that girls and women may be the intended victims of 
attacks targeting their access to and continuation of education, and expressing concern 
about the specific consequences of such attacks including but not limited to incidents 
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of rape and other forms of sexual violence including sexual slavery, threats of attacks, 
at school and on the way to and from school, abductions, forced marriage, human 
trafficking, and any resulting stigma and grave consequences on their health, all of 
which may further impede the continuation of their education, 
 
Expressing deep concern that many children in armed conflict, in particular 
girls, lack access to education owing to attacks and threats of attacks against schools, 
damaged or destroyed school buildings, mines and explosive remnants of war, 
insecurity, the prevalence of violence, including sexual and gender-based violence 
against children, in and around schools and loss or lack of civil documentation, 
 

[…] 
 

6. Condemns the military use of schools in contravention of international law, 
and recognizes that use by armed forces and armed groups may render schools 

legitimate targets of attack, thus endangering children’s and teachers’ safety as well 
as their education, and in this regard: 
 
(a) Urges all parties to armed conflict to respect the civilian character of schools and 

educational facilities in accordance with international humanitarian law; 
 

(b) Encourages Member States to take concrete measures to mitigate and avoid the 
use of schools by armed forces, as appropriate, and deter the use of schools by 
armed groups, and to facilitate the continuation of education in situations of 
armed conflict; 

 
(c) Calls upon United Nations country-level task forces to enhance the monitoring 

and reporting on the military use of schools; 
 

[…] 
 

18. Reiterates its call on parties to armed conflict listed in the annexes of the 
Secretary-General’s report on children and armed conflict that have not already 
done so to prepare and implement, with support of the United Nations, without 
further delay, action plans to prevent and halt attacks or threats of attacks on 
schools and persons entitled to protection who are connected to schools, in 
contravention of international humanitarian law. 

 
[…] 


